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the ocean represents 71% of the earth’s surface, produces more 
than half of the oxygen we breathe, and absorbs 90% of the excess 
heat resulting from greenhouse gas emissions.

marine ecosystems are also breeding grounds for biodiversity 
and the guarantors of the resources of the future (algae, energies, 
molecules of pharmaceutical interest, etc.). When we know that 
only 250,000 species out of millions have been identifi ed, we realize 
the richness of this treasure of biodiversity.

the health crisis caused by covid-19 is a major alert.
We as humans must rethink our role on the planet, respect living things, 
fi nd solutions to climate change.

the ocean is the lung of the planet, our life insurance!
Preserving it is therefore vital.

this is the raison d’être of the pure ocean fund. finance innovative 
ocean research programs and fi nd solutions for a better world, 
for an ocean that guarantees our resilience.

pure ocean brings together a hundred corporate sponsors around 
the world. through their philanthropic act, they support scientists 
ingenious concepts, some of which already off er answers to current 
human and environmental issues.

together, we will succeed in humanity’s greatest challenge.

david Sussmann, 
Founder and President of Pure Ocean

the earth is blue 
seen from the sky

pURe oceaN’S 
MiSSioNS
innovating for the ocean
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pollution, overexploitation of resources, global warming, 
destruction of ecosystems, loss of biodiversity … the 
pressures on the ocean are numerous, yet, scientists, 
researchers, universities and ngos are mobilizing 
around the world to fi nd solutions.

Research and innovation, this is the fi rst step in developing 
innovative solutions to critical ocean problems. 
“innovating for the ocean”, the positioning chosen by 
pure ocean, refl ects a powerful ambition in favor of the 
preservation of the ocean, this indispensable climate 
regulator, essential to food security.

pure ocean engages with and federates companies and 
entrepreneurs in this adventure. pure ocean invites 
fi rms to transform towards a responsible model by placing 
cSr, sustainable development or the circular economy 
at the heart of their business.
thus, thanks to the support of patrons and partners, 
pure ocean, an endowment fund recognized as being 
of general interest, fi nances innovative research projects, 
worldwide.

three forms of innovation are considered – technological, 
ecological (or inspired by nature) and social – in order to:
• preserve biodiversity and marine ecosystems,
• fi nd sustainable solutions to the overexploitation of
  marine resources,
• contribute to human health through ocean research
 (discovery of molecules, enzymes, micro-organisms of 
  interest for human health, development of therapeutic 
  applications),
• increase knowledge of the ocean. 

SuPPORT InnOVATIVE PROJECTS 
fOR A BETTER unDERSTAnDInG 

AnD COnSERVATIOn Of MARInE BIODIVERSITY

PROMOTE ExChAnGES BETWEEn OCEAn ExPERTS, 
RESEARChERS, COMPAnIES AnD AnYOnE 
InTERESTED In PROTECTInG ThE OCEAn

ORGAnISE PuBLIC EVEnTS 
In ORDER TO DRAW ATTEnTIOn TO 
ThREATEnED MARInE ECOSYSTEMS 



oRGaNiZatioN
Scientifi c legitimacy is at the heart of the action of Pure Ocean, which has set up an independent 
Scientifi c Committee of international renown. 

françoise Gaill, france
President of the 
Committee
Emeritus Research Director 
at CNRS. Scientifi c committee 
coordinator for Ocean 
and Climate Platform,
Scientifi c advisor of Institut 
Ecologie et Environnement 
(INEE).
President of the Strategic 
and Scientifi c Council of the 
French Oceanographic Fleet.

Gilles Bœuf, 
france
Professor at UPMC. 
Specialist in “integrative 
biology of marine organisms” 
at the Arago laboratory 
in Banyuls-sur-mer.
Former President of the 
National Museum of Natural 
History. President of 
the Scientifi c Council of the 
French agency for biodiversity.

Abdelmalek faraj, 
Morocco
Doctor of the Ecole des 
Mines de Paris in geostatics 
and fi sheries management.
General Director of the 
National Institute for Halieutic 
Research (INRH).
President of African Institutes 
Network for Fisheries 
Research and Marine 
Sciences (RAFISMER).

Kartik Shanker, 
India
Professor, teacher-researcher 
at the Indian Institute of 
Science in Bangalore, 
expert in the distribution 
and diversity of fl ora and 
fauna in terrestrial and marine 
ecosystems.
Founder trustee of Dakshin 
Foundation, a coastal and 
marine conservation NGO.
Former President of the 
International Sea Turtle 
Society and Regional 
Vice-Chair of the IUCN.

Anna Zivian, 
united States
Expert in environmental 
policy and democracy issues 
and participatory science.
Former Associate Director 
of the Ocean Conservancy 
knowledge management 
program (Washington, DC) 
and Senior Manager of the 
Ocean Planning Program 
from 2009 to 2013.

ThE SCIEnTIfIC COMMITTEE
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KeY FiGUReS
CALL FOR PROJECTS

AWARENESS

COMMUNICATION FUNDRAISING

65 
projects

21 
countries

6
research 
projects 

supported 

4 10 11
Awareness-creating
events (conferences, 
round-tables, etc.)

22 articles

 11  ITW

 2  podcasts

+400%  
increase in number 
of our followers 
on social media

3 Pure Ocean Lovers’ breakfasts

 1 Gala dinner

2 Private visits for our donors

73 donors

+280% 
new donors

From left to right:
Thomas de Williencourt, Director, Gwen Lechat, Donor Relations Manager, Deborah Pardo, Scientifi c Coordinator, Laura Delaye, 
Project Manager, Stephanie Lerner, Communications Manager

ThE OPERATIOnAL TEAM



oUR 2019
pRoJectS
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SuPPORTInG InnOVATIVE 
RESEARCh PROJECTS

Pure Ocean selected three priority themes for the fi rst 
call for projects, open from April 15, 2018 to May 20, 2018:

• Monitoring changes in ocean life (productivity, biodiversity, 
distribution or ranges) and characteristics (temperature, cur-
rents or chemical cycles) and their impact on global systems.

• Achieving sustainability of any marine resource exploitation 
(algae, energy, minerals or pharmaceuticals).

• Identifying techniques/methods that restore and/or increase 
the resilience of the environment whether local or global, and 
stabilise and/or increase natural biodiversity.

We received 65 projects from 21 diff erent countries. 6 interna-
tional projects were funded in 2019.

2019 activity report



relevant information on the quality of the water and the trophic state of 
european coastal waters. the time series of these diff erent marine parame-
ters are then analyzed using appropriate statistical tools to defi ne their main 
temporal trends over the last 20 years. as the conservation of marine bio-
diversity is closely linked to environmental monitoring, this project provides 
essential information to decision makers, enabling them to take appropriate 
measures to stabilize and / or enhance natural biodiversity.

PROJECT LEADER 
hubert loisel, phd in marine optics, professor at the Université du Littoral 
Côté d’Opale.         

he works for  the Laboratoire d’Océanologie et de Géosciences 
(log) which has about 140 members and which is an inter-
disciplinary laboratory in oceanology and marine environment 
geosciences.
the six diff erent log teams work in ecology, biology, physics, 
geology, sedimentology, and geomorphology.

SCIEnTIfIC AnD TEChnICAL PARTnERS

GOAL 
aSSeSS and analyZe the Quality of european coaStal 
WaterS uSing Satellite remote SenSing

at the junction between ocean and continent, coastal waters are characterized 
by high biological production. these rich and complex ecosystems are highly 
vulnerable, aff ected by human and natural changes. these pressures undoubt-
edly aff ect the quality of coastal waters, whose preservation is essential for eco-
nomic, ecological and societal reasons.

monitoring and evaluating the evolution of coastal waters is fundamental to 
identify areas where signifi cant changes occur in order to prioritize appropriate 
actions for their preservation. in this context, the satellite observation of the 
ocean now makes it possible to collect various physical and biological parameters 
at spatiotemporal scales, inaccessible from traditional in situ measurements. 
among the various parameters that can be observed from space, measuring 
water color provides qualitative and quantitative information on the biogeo-
chemical composition of surface water.

the coastal ocean Watch project, bringing together researchers and engineers 
in remote sensing and ecology, was developed around a main objective: 
evaluating and analyzing the temporal evolution of the quality of european 
coastal waters over the last 20 years using remote sensing of water color.
in order to achieve this, the team uses appropriate algorithms coupled with 
satellite observations, estimating certain biogeochemical parameters, providing 

Wimereux, France
European coastal waters
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hubert Loisel, 
PhD in Marine Optics

Validation of the scientific committee 
this project is based on a strong partnership between ecological 
researchers and a private partner providing resource satellite 
images. remote sensing technology enables and contributes to the 
understanding of our coastlines. the objective is to establish a model 
of the evolution of coastal water quality and, thus, to project the 
evolution of marine species distribution.

2019 activity report 9

ocean coastal Watch
[ TEChnOLOGICAL InnOVATIOn ]

Monitoring coastal waters evolution from space



GOAL 
developing a mobile application for Scuba diverS 
to facilitate the collection of data on marine 
biodiverSity and involve citiZenS in the protection 
of mediterranean marine ecoSyStemS

“POLARIS, Coastal Observation Platform Applied to Research, Information 
and Awareness”
citizen science is a great way to engage the general public in data acquisition 
while raising awareness about the environment.
the polariS collaborative platform, created in marseille by the Septentrion 
environment association, combines citizen science and research in marine 
ecology. the platform off ers methods and tools adapted to the various actors 
in the aix-marseille-provence metropolitan area. a long-term action program, 
polariS collects fi eld data to help implement management measures for the 
protection of mediterranean ecosystems.

polariS provides technical and educational support for the creation of an 
observatory of the sea and the coastline, at the scale of the marseille metro-
polis. the new digital tool developed in the context of the project will enable 
the collection of data by citizen divers. once collected, data are analyzed by 
scientifi c research institutes through the prism of climate change.
divers can use this application to record their observations and transfer data to 
scientists, thus contributing to the collective management of the local marine 
ecosystem.
the mobile application facilitates data collection and brings together scientists, 
researchers, managers of marine parks and citizens around the protection of 

Marseille, france
Mediterranean Sea
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Laura Barth, 
Marine Biologist

biodiversity in the mediterranean Sea. a second version of the application, 
available on ioS and android, was developed in 2019-2020, thanks to pure 
ocean’s support.

PROJECT LEADER 
laura barth, marine biologist, polariS project manager at Septentrion 
environnement. 

Septentrion environnement is a french association (1901 law), 
recognized for its general interest, which aims to be the interface 
between actors and sea users and works in favor of increasing 
knowledge and management of the marine environment.

InSTITuTIOnAL PARTnERS 
the project is part of the metropolis’ “bay contract”.

SCIEnTIfIC AnD TEChnICAL PARTnERS 
this citizen science project brings together research institutes including the 
Institut Méditerranéen de Biodiversité et d’Ecologie marine and the Muséum 
national d’histoire naturelle. each provides one of their experts or doctors of 
marine biology. polariS is part of the Vigie-Mer network, off shoot of Vigie-
Nature. the project is listed on the mnhn’s portal.

Validation of the scientific committee 
the polariS project brings together a multidisciplinary scientifi c team 
and marine environment actors in the development of tools for managing 
mediterranean biodiversity. it includes the implementation of a techno-
logical innovation: a mobile application customized for divers and which 
can be replicated in diff erent geographical areas.
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citizen science mobile application for divers



GOAL  
Studying the capacity of marine SpongeS to proceSS  
organic compoundS leaked from plaSticS or their  
So-called ecological SubStituteS and their potential 
effectS on Sponge-microbiota SymbioSiS

plastic waste is one of the greatest threats our oceans are facing with a projected 
tenfold increase in the marine environment by 2025.

micro-plastics are an “invisible” fraction of this pollution, yet they are becoming 
more and more abundant, entering the food chain with unknown consequences 
on sea life and human health. another “invisible” aspect of this pollution is that 
plastics, in contact with water, can release chemical compounds, including 
organics, that may interfere with the natural biogeochemical cycles mediated 
by organisms and their microbiota.

Sea sponges filter large volumes of seawater, removing and transforming 
microparticles and dissolved chemical compounds in a variety of ways. by 
transforming dissolved organic carbon (doc), sponges and their associated 
microbes convert it into ‘edible’ energy for other organisms. understanding 
and quantifying this “fertilizer” function of sponges is one of the relevant 
research topics which the Spo-plastic project plans to assess, by addressing 
two main goals.

first, determining the capacity of sponges to trap and process micro-plastics 
or their “eco-friendly” alternatives. then, analyzing the way in which dis-
solved compounds in plastics and their substitutes affect microorganisms 

Barcelona & Illes Medes, Spain  
Mediterranean Sea
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Marta Ribes Llordes  
PhD in Ocean Chemistry and Biology

living in sponges. the second goal is to develop an innovative methodology 
and technology, called “vacuSip”, that can be used in the laboratory or field 
studies. it allows simultaneous sampling of inhaled and excreted water by 
the sponges. these samples are then analyzed to determine the amount of 
chemical and biological compounds they contain.

the first results show a clear effect of the sponges on the composition of dis-
solved organic matter. certain compounds are consumed by sponges, thus 
reducing their concentration in the environment.

ultimately, the goal is to discover which bacteria and their associated enzymes 
from sponges degrade and transform plastics and microplastics to improve 
bioremediation processes without harming the environment.

PROJECT LEADERS   
marta ribes llordes and rafael coma, doctors in ocean chemistry and biology 
(phd) work at the Consejo Superior de Investigaciones Científicas, within the 

Instituto de Ciencias del Mar, located in barcelona, 
an entity dedicated to the role of seas and ocean and 
the impact of human-induced changes.

SCIEnTIfIC AnD TEChnICAL PARTnERS 

Validation of the scientific committee 
the Spo-plastic project is based on the ocean’s natural capacity 
to take into account one of the worst threats of our century. the 
results could lead to the installation of a biomimetic system capable 
of cleaning up microplastics in the ocean on a large scale.
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Spo-plastic
[ ECOLOGICAL InnOVATIOn ]

interaction between plastics, marine sponges and their associated microbiota



GOAL
contributing to our underStanding of paSt and future 
marine climate change and helping local inuit 
governmentS With their planS for marine management 
and adaptation to climate change

the region is located in the critical transition zone between the atlantic 
and the arctic oceans and is adjacent to deep convection zones in the 
labrador Sea that are very important to global climate dynamics. 

the region is also home to the world’s southernmost inuit communities, in 
nunatsiavut. a predictable marine environment is important for food security 
and the preservation of inuit culture. however, this region is undergoing 
important climate-related changes, including an increase in temperature of 
2° celsius since 1993 and 75% loss of sea ice since 1969.

eric oliver, at the head of this project, published an article in 2018 in Nature 
Communications (a major scientifi c journal) that reveals alarming data on 
heat waves in the marine environment. due to global warming, the frequency 
and duration of marine heat waves increased by 34% and 17% respectively 
between 1925 and 2016. Such conclusions and the understanding of the resulting 
impacts come from long-term datasets as well as modeling carried out by the 
research teams. this is why a regular, qualitative (with many diff erent sensors 
other than water temperature) and long term monitoring is of major importance. 
especially in areas such as the canadian arctic which is a carbon sink and is 
suff ering from acidifi cation and high-speed warming.

nunatsiavut, Canada 
Arctic Ocean
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Eric Oliver, 
PhD in Ocean Physics

this project involves the installation of a series of sensors (measuring temp-
erature, chlorophyll, oxygen, salinity, co2, ph and fl uorescence) on the local 
ferry which serves several inuit communities and which transits along various  
key ecosystems: estuaries, fjords, oceanic plateau and coastline open to the sea.

the physical and chemical measurements of the ocean thus carried out on a 
regular basis, from Summer 2020 onwards, will help to understand past changes 
and anticipate the future. the data will be used by scientists and the government 
to establish a protection strategy for the region to anticipate eff ects of climate 
change.

PROJECT LEADER  
eric oliver, phd in ocean physics, assistant professor in oceanography at 
dalhousie university.

dalhousie university is part of the marine environmental 
observation prediction & response network (meopar), 
an independent canadian non-profi t organization. 
meopar fi nances research, trains students, mobilizes 
knowledge and forms partnerships in the fi eld of marine 
risks and resilience.

InSTITuTIOnAL, SCIEnTIfIC AnD TEChnICAL PARTnERS

Validation of the scientific committee 
the com-n project combines key elements to adapt, as well as possible, 
to global changes.
• Work in a critical area of the ocean which is greatly suff ering from 
climate change and which presents an important array of ecosystems 
and biodiversity;
• Work hand in hand with all stakeholders at local level: government, 
university and especially indigenous populations who depend on the 
environment and know it well;
• Use an existing, systematic, unusual and replicable means to collect 
oceanographic data which will subsequently be used by scientists.
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coM-N
[ SOCIAL InnOVATIOn ]

coastal ocean monitoring in Nunatsiavut



GOAL 
developing land-baSed integrated multi-trophic 
aQuaculture (imta) to preServe caribbean marine 
ecoSyStemS by uSing underground Salt Water, 
an abundant reSource in thiS region

in mexico, the high demand for fi sh would tend to push industries to develop 
sea-based aquaculture. however, the fragile marine ecosystems of the caribbean 
would be threatened by the establishment of conventional aquaculture producing 
waste and asphyxiating the environment.

the project aims to develop a land-based integrated multi-trophic aquaculture 
(imta) system using underground salt water, an abundant resource in the yucatán 
peninsula. integrated multi-trophic aquaculture (imta) is a very promising tech-
nique for growing and breeding several species at the same time. the waste pro-
duced by certain species provides food for the others. it is a more sustainable 
aquaculture because less food is needed and the water is naturally purifi ed by the 
organisms present in the “circuit”.

the project’s aim is to explore the potential of this innovative land-based aqua-
culture and to promote the development of this technology to protect fragile 
caribbean marine ecosystems (mangroves, coral reefs and seagrass beds). the 
abundance of underground saltwater in the yucatán peninsula would allow the 
relocation of aquaculture sites up to 100 km off shore in the region.

Yucatán, Mexico
Caribbean
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Enrique Lozano Alvarez, 
PhD in Marine Biology and Ecology

thanks to the interdisciplinary collaboration with researchers from three institutes 
and local stakeholders, the project explores innovative solutions that lead to the 
development of sustainable technological packages.

in 2019, a pilot installation on land was set up and is now being tested. the fi sh 
are well acclimated to the underground saltwater and the multitrophic system 
works. it’s an encouraging fi rst step for the development of this ecological system 
on a large scale.

in addition, the development of this amti would both launch a new economy, 
managed by local and marginalized communities in the interior of the country, 
as well as bring food security to the inhabitants of the region.

PROJECT LEADER 
enrique lozano alvarez, phd in marine biology and ecology, researcher at 
the Universidad Nacional Autónoma de México.

he works at the Instituto de Ciencias del Mar y Limnologia 
whose studies focus, among other things, on the biology, 
ecology and behavior of crustaceans.

InSTITuTIOnAL AnD SCIEnTIfIC PARTnERS

 

this project combines the expertise of recognized and specialized researchers 
on complementary species to develop the imta.

Validation of the scientific committee
the project is a major step towards the aquaculture of the future 
as it reduces the environmental impact with amti, while increasing 
the social benefi ts generated by employment in marginalized areas.
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iMta
[ ECOLOGICAL InnOVATIOn ]

Development of sustainable terrestrial aquaculture



this will help to identify areas which are sensitive to anthropogenic changes 
and their eff ects on communities. a change in the oceanic current could modify 
larval dispersal patterns or prevent the possibility of hopping colonization 
between seamounts and the reproduction of species. this could lead to a 
decrease in biodiversity or migration to more or less deep areas, or even, the 
appearance of new species and the extinction of others.
for the fi rst time in this region, the presence of species from other areas of the 
pacifi c have been noted. the database and these new observations constitute 
an essential asset for the management decisions concerning these very vulnerable 
and relatively preserved ecosystems, in particular by providing scientifi c elements 
to discuss the creation of new marine protected areas.

finally, by involving the local rapa nui community, the mecopo project 
enabled them to better understand their own island and its biodiversity, and 
thus, make them actors in the sustainable local management of the island’s 
resources.

PROJECT LEADER  
ariadna mecho, phd in marine sciences, postdoc at the millennium nucleus 
for ecology and Sustainable management of oceanic islands (eSmoi) of the 

Universidad Catolica del Norte (ucn).
eSmoi studies the functioning of marine ecosystems 
and biodiversity issues of the easter island ecoregion, 
identifying the main threats to this remote region.

SCIEnTIfIC AnD TEChnICAL PARTnERS

GOAL 
diScovering hoW echinodermS, living betWeen 60 et 350m 
deep, are diStributed betWeen oceanic iSlandS and Sea-
mountS in the South pacific ocean and What areaS are 
the moSt SenSitive to anthropogenic changeS 

the pacifi c ocean has the largest number of seamounts and oceanic islands in 
the world. these topographic features shelter ecosystems that are particularly 
vulnerable to anthropogenic impacts.

mecopo focuses on the under-studied, but essential, marine biodiversity of 
these areas at depths of 60 to 350 m using a remote-controlled underwater 
vehicle. biodiversity in the ocean is a major societal concern with multiple 
stressors, associated with anthropogenic activities and climate change, aff ecting 
status. although marine ecosystems in populated coastal areas are altered, it is 
unclear how remote systems respond to these stressors. mecopo focuses on 
echinoderm communities, a little-studied key component of marine biodiversity 
in islands and ocean seamounts.

the project team characterizes and compares these communities on oceanic 
islands and surrounding seamounts in two areas of the Southeast pacifi c: easter 
island (eS) and the desventuradas islands (di). they have created a database 
on the species inhabiting the selected islands. the data will then be interpreted 
in the light of current ecological theories and simulations of ocean models, in 
order to describe, for the fi rst time, the biological links existing between the 
diff erent seamounts.

Easter Island 
& Desventuradas Islands, 

Southeast Pacifi c
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ariadna mecho, 
phd in marine Science

Validation of the scientific committee 
the data collected by the mecopo project is essential information 
for the preservation and restoration programs of underwater islands 
and seamounts. Whether through the creation and development of 
marine protected areas or through the sustainable use of marine 
resources, this project strengthens the scientifi c community and 
benefi ts local communities, in particular the most fragile (women or 
marginalized communities, such as tahitians, rapa nui and natives of 
the Juan fernandez archipelago).
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Mecopo
[ TEChnOLOGICAL InnOVATIOn ]

Robotic exploration of the South pacifi c seamounts
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April-June 2019, Marseille  
Pure Ocean Lovers 
The Ocean Lover’s breakfasts
Pure Ocean held three breakfasts, between April  
and June, bringing together around forty donors  
and potential donors. 

A year of commitment and events

July 2019, Marseille  
« Biathlon de 

Malmousque »  
de Constructa  
The Pure Ocean Lover 

Challenge by  
Marc Pietri, Constructa 

& his friends:  
a swimming race 

between the Chateau 
d’If and Malmousque 

followed by a run  
to Notre Dame de 
la Garde. An event 

demonstrating  
Marc Pietri’s strong 

commitment in favor  
of protecting the ocean 

and water in general.

September 2019, Marseille  
BEACH CLEAN-uP OPERATION WITH THE CNM  
AT THE CATALANS BEACH & BAY
Pure Ocean and the Cercle des Nageurs de Marseille co-organized a vast clean-up  
operation in the Baie des Catalans in Marseille, with the support of the Aix-Marseille- 
Provence Metropolis and the City Hall of the 1st and 7th arrondissements.  
Over 200 motivated volunteers – elected officials, entrepreneurs, swimmers, divers, 
families and children – collected 6,300 liters of waste on land and at sea, including 10,000 
cigarette butts, more than 400 glass bottles and 300 plastic bottles.

October 2019, Issy-Les-Moulineaux  
Clean-UP operation around 

Leyton’s headquarters 
Deborah Pardo, Thomas de Williencourt 

and Arthur Le Vaillant led a seminar raising 
awareness among Leyton employees of 

biodiversity in the city and ocean  
protection, ending the day with a clean-up 

operation around the headquarters.

December 2019, Marseille  
THE FIRST  
PURE OCEAN  
GALA DINNER 
A wonderful charity 
evening with a marvelous 
welcome by the three-star 
chef Gérald Passédat and 
his team, at Le Petit Nice, 
where guests dove into 
the iodized flavors of the 
Mediterranean. 

October 2019, Marseille  
VISIT OF THE SAGA  
A private visit, for our donors, 
of the SAGA (Submarine 
of Assistance with Great 
Autonomy). The “yellow 
submarine” invented by 
Jacques-Yves Cousteau,  
initially called the  
“Argyronète”, was acquired  
in the early 1980’s by 
COMEX, a world leader 
operating in deep waters.

February 2020, Bouches-du-Rhône  
department 
Tour de la provence  
The Tour de La Provence is an international 
event that brings together world cycling  
leaders for one of the largest French stage 
races (UCI ProSeries). Aware that  
this event generates significant negative 
impacts on the environment, the organizers  
asked Pure Ocean to support them  
in the development of an ambitious  
environmental program.

January 2020, Paris 
Change Now    
During 3 days, concrete actions and 
innovations to respond to global issues 
were presented: climate change, plastic 
pollution, new forms of agriculture,  
new education models, solutions to the 
refugee crisis, clean energy, sustainable 
cities, etc. On this occasion,  
BNP Paribas announced its commitment 
to Pure Ocean and recalled their  
environmental and social objectives.

October 2019, Monaco & Nice 
Day One Event  
The “Watch The Sea” team swam nearly  
20 km from Monaco to Nice, collecting 22 kg 
of marine litter along the way. A prestigious 
welcoming committee composed of  
Christian Estrosi, Mayor of Nice,  
Cyrielle Hariel, journalist and author,  
François-Alexandre Bertrand, CEO of 
Platypus Craft, Denis Jacquet, founder and 
president of DAY ONE and David Sussmann, 
President of Pure Ocean, awaited them  
in Monaco to celebrate this feat.
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Beyond funding research projects, Pure Ocean also promotes races and sporting chal-
lenges in order to raise public awareness of the critical situation of our oceans. The 
“Race for Pure Ocean” are exceptional races, carried out by exceptional athletes, 
alone or in teams, selected to draw maximum attention to threatened marine ecosystems 
and the importance of protecting them. These races are also the story of wonderful 
encounters between the Pure Ocean team and sportsmen and women committed to 
the environment, seeking to give meaning to their sporting performance and to raise 
funds for the protection of the ocean.

Pure Ocean promotes exchanges between 
ocean experts, researchers, companies and 
anyone interested in ocean protection. Thus, 
the Pure Ocean team – in particular David 
Sussmann and Deborah Pardo, as well as some 
of our project leaders – gave several talks 
about ocean protection and marine ecosystem 
restoration and participated in conferences, 
debates and round-table events in 2019.

November 2019, Marseille 
MéDITERRAnéE Du fuTuR ACTE III 
Marta Ribes, SPO-Plastic project leader, participated in a round-
table giving testimony and insight into her Mediterranean-based 
project and experience. The event drew over 1000 participants.

September 2019, Marseille 
YOunG GLOBAL LEADERS 
David Sussmann, Talk for Pure Ocean for Young Global Leaders.

May & June 2019, Nantes 
SuSTAInABILITY COnfEREnCES 
BY LEYTOn
Deborah Pardo, our scientific coordinator, 
participated in two round-tables on the 
theme “Towards a more sustainable nautical 
industry”, organized by Leyton, during the 
departure of La Solitaire URGO Le Figaro.
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August 2019, Morocco 
100 KILOMETERS BY KITESURF
FOR A NEW SPEED RECORD 
Alex Caizergues – the most titled French kiteboarder – 
launched a challenge to talk about protecting his favorite 
playground, the ocean. He kitesurfed 100 kilometers 
between Essaouira and Agadir establishing a reference time 
of 98.4 km in 3h30. A record to beat in the years to come!

September 2019, Nice 
PROM’SWIM: 10 KILOMETERS 
OPEn WATER SWIM ACROSS nICE 
[EDf AquAChALLEnGE]
During Prom’Swim, 300 exceptional amateur 
swimmers swam 10 km in open water.  
In 2019, Prom’Swim committed to reduce 
waste during the event: straws and plastic 
plates and cutlery were banned in the race 
village, and participants did a major clean-up 
of the Ponchettes beach.

June 2019 
EnDuROMAn: ThE ExTREME 
TRIAThLOn BETWEEn LOnDOn  
AnD PARIS... AnD MARSEILLE!
Brice Bonneviale, an amateur athlete  
committed to ocean protection, completed 
the Arch2Arc in 75h45mn, becoming the 37th 
person to succeed in this extreme triathlon... 
and the first to continue on to Marseille  
by bike! The little extra of Brice and his 
committed team: several dozens of kg of litter 
picked up along the way!

June 2019, Marseille 
ThE DéfI DE MOnTE-CRISTO  
BY nIGhT
[EDf AquAChALLEnGE]
40 amateur athletes expressed their support 
for the environmental cause and for  
Pure Ocean by swimming 5km between  
the Chateau d’If and the Marseille coast.  
A high-level night-time performance in the 
beautiful Mediterranean Sea!
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AG2R La Mondiale (France)
Alfagel (France)
Altersis (France)
Alwena Shipping (France)
Architecte Sériès (France)
Argisfood (France)
Arkea Banque (France)
Arkea Capital (France)
Arkea Crédit Bail (France)
Aroma Zone (France)
Audita SARL (France)
Avenir Telecom (France)
Baffi  n fisheries (Canada)
B Contact Group (France)
Befoil (France)
Bioveyre (France)
Bio uV (France)
BnP Paribas (France)
Boujdour Port Service (Morocco)
Bruno fabre (Belgium)
BT Immo (France)
Cabinet h&R De Veyrac (France)
Capital Croissance (France)
Ciacam (France)
ConHexa (France)

Conserverie Jean-françois furic 
(France)
Constructa (France)
Corania (France)
Dune (France)
Ekho Conseil (France)
ficorec (France)
finopsys (France)
fonds Ourea (France)
La fondation d’entreprise Crédit 
Agricole Alpes-Provence (France)
frigomar Burela (Spain)
Gican (France)
Groupe Le Garrec (France)
holtermann (Norway)
Leyton (France)
Lulli sur la Toile (France)
MAP Architecture (France)
Marfret (France)
Medimat (France)
Michaël Zingraf Real Estate Marseille 
(France)
Montpellier Business School (France)
Mozaic Asset Management (France)
notilo Plus (France)

Oceamic Laayoune II (Morocco)
Origa Group (France)
Overseas Proteine (Morocco)
Pièce manquante (France)
Plus-Simple (France)
La Provence (France)
fondation Ponant (France)
Raspberry Point (Canada)
Remmedia (France)
Satex (France)
Seafoodia (France)
SetCargo/Tempo One (France)
SnS (France)
Société Générale (France)
Sophim (France)
Tangram Architectes (France)
Traxens (France)
Veiga International Trading Inc 
(Spain)
Voltalia (France)
Wärtsilä (France)

* Certain donors have chosen
to remain anonymous.

ThE PuRE OCEAn LOVERS*

tHe FiNaNciaL 
SUMMaRY

OuR MAJOR DOnORS
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  2019 eXPenses

Scientific programS & aWareneSS-raiSing  

communication & mobiliZation    

fundraiSing eXpenSeS & partner Search  

operating coStS     

SurpluS    

total

317 700 €

 225 600 €

112 100 €

91 600 €

33 000 €

780 000 €

   2019 ResoURces

reSourceS collected from 
private partnerShipS

other reSourceS race for pure ocean

other productS    

total

647 500 €

131 000  €

1 500 €

780 000 €

Scientific programS
& aWareneSS-raiSing
41%

communication 
& mobiliZation

29%
 

fundraiSing eXpenSeS 
& partner Search

14%

operating 
coStS

12%
SurpluS
4%

Use of ResoURces

A YEAR Of COnSTRuCTIOn

the 2019 fi scal year (01/01/2019 - 
03/31/2020) devoted 41% of resources 
to the funding of 6 scientifi c programs 
and awareness-raising events, 
at the heart of pure ocean’s mission. 

2019 is a year of construction 
for pure ocean with the recruitment 
of a director, implementation of the 
fundraising strategy and a crm 
database, mobilization of resources 
dedicated to fundraising, 
development of communications, 
as well as the organization of 
mobilization events for our donors 
and civil society.

the end of the fi scal year is impacted 
by the covid health crisis, forcing us 
to cancel many events and meetings 
scheduled for the fi rst half of 2020.

SKILL-BASED SPOnSORShIP

pure ocean benefi ts from signifi cant 
in-kind support from its patrons, 
including the provision of work-
spaces, legal & accounting expertise, 
and communication support.

LOGO



www.pure-ocean.org
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ABOUT PURE OCEAN

Pure Ocean is an endowment fund created in 2017 
in Marseille. Its main mission is to support innovative 
research projects around the world, contributing to the 
protection of fragile marine ecosystems and biodiversity. 
Beyond funding scientific projects, Pure Ocean organizes 
conferences and promotes races and sports challenges in 
order to raise public awareness of the critical situation of 
our ocean.




