
innovatiNG FOR THE ocEan

Pure Ocean 
at a glance 
Pure Ocean, created in 2017,

is an endowment fund with an  

international reach, based in  

Marseille. Pure Ocean mobilizes 

civil society, in France and abroad, 

to support ambitious and  

innovative projects for the

protection of fragile marine  

ecosystems and biodiversity.

Protect the Ocean, essential for life 

The ocean is essential to the preservation of life: a biodiversity hotbed, the lung 
of our planet, capable of absorbing 25% of our CO2 emissions, guaranteeing the 
resources of the future. The ocean covers 71% of the planet and represents 
99% of the living spaces available. It faces the greatest dangers (pollution, global 
warming,...). There is an urgency to act.

INNOVATING FOR THE OCEAN 

Pure Ocean supports state-of-the-art applied research projects to:
- Preserve biodiversity and fragile marine ecosystems,
- Find solutions for the sustainable use of marine resources (fisheries, energy, 
minerals...),
- Increase knowledge of the ocean and contribute to the fight against global 
warming,
- Contribute to human health by discovering molecules, enzymes, micro-organisms 
or developing therapeutic applications.

Three areas of innovation are taken into account in the projects supported:
• Technological > underwater robots, environmental DNA, ...
• Social > participatory sciences, ...
• Ecological > biomimicry, marine protected areas.

“There is such potential in
the ocean, and in the life it shelters,
that we have no idea of the wealth  
and solutions that this may represent  
for the future!” 
Françoise Gaill,  
PRESIDENT OF THE PURE OCEAN  
SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEE



Analysis of ocean characteristics via satellite to help understand 
and predict European coastal water quality for the next 20 years.
Project led by Université du littoral Côte d’Opale, Wimereux, 
France

Deepsea exploration of several South Pacific islands’ exceptionally 
rich seamounts, with a remotely operated underwater vehicle, to 
discover unknown biodiversity and understand dispersal patterns.
Project led by Universidad Catolica del Norte, Larrondo, Coquimbo, 
Chile

technOlOGical innOVatiOn

As part of a citizen science program, development of a mobile 
application for divers to facilitate the collection of data  
on marine biodiversity, to help implement measures for the 
management and protection of Mediterranean ecosystems.
Project led by Septentrion Environnement, public interest  
organization, Marseille, France

Mobilization of Inuit communities along the Labrador Coast  
– a critical area of   the Arctic impacted by climate change –  
in the automatic collection of oceanographic data using  
state-of-the-art equipment installed on a ferry.
Project led by Dalhousie University, Halifax, Canada

sOcial innOVatiOn

Development, in Mexico, of a land-based aquaculture project 
using underground salt water and producing the least waste 
possible. This “Aquaculture of the future” could prevent  
further degradation of Caribbean marine ecosystems caused 
by sea-based aquaculture. 
Project led by Institute of Marine Science and Limnology,  
National Autonomous University of Mexico, Mexico

ecOlOGical innOVatiOn

Study of the capacity of sea sponges to filter and possibly  
degrade microplastics in the Mediterranean marine environment.
Project led by Consejo Superior de Investigaciones Cientificas,  
the largest public institution dedicated to research in Spain 

“The ocean, the blue lung of  
the planet, is our life insurance.  
Preserving it is therefore vital! ” 

David Sussmann,  
PRESIDENT & FOUNDER 
OF PURE OCEAN

scientiFic leGitiMacY 
is at the heart OF 
PUre Ocean’s actiOn
From its inception, Pure Ocean  
has an independent scientific 
committee made up of 5 renowned 
climate experts and marine biologists.  
The committee selects the research 
programs on the basis of an  
international call for projects.  
Following our 2018 call,  
the scientific committee selected  
six superb innovative projects  
led by research institutes, NGOs  
and universities. We received  
65 applications and the projects 
supported come from 5 countries 
(France, Spain, Canada, Mexico, 
Chile). Selected in 2018, launched  
in 2019, these projects cover  
3 major areas of innovation.
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2018 CALL FOR PROJECTS
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in progress

2020 CALL FOR PROJECTS



AG2R La Mondiale (France)
Alfagel (France)
Altersis (France)
Alwena Shipping (France)
Anotherway (France)
Architecte Sériès (France)
Argisfood (France)
Arkea Banque (France)
Arkea Capital (France)
Arkea Crédit Bail (France)
Aroma Zone (France)
Audita SARL (France)
Avenir Telecom (France)
Baffin Fisheries (Canada)
B Contact Group (France)
BeFoil (France)
Bioveyre (France)
Bio UV (France)
BNP Paribas (France)
Boujdour Port Service (Morocco)
Bruno Fabre (Belgium) 
BT Immo (France)
Cabinet H&R De Veyrac (France)
Capital Croissance (France) 
CBRE (France)
Ciacam (France)
ConHexa (France)
Conserverie Jean-François Furic (France)
Constructa (France)
Corania (France)
Dune (France)
Ekho Conseil (France)
Ficorec (France)
Finopsys (France)
Fonds Ourea (France)
La Fondation d’entreprise Crédit Agricole 
Alpes-Provence (France)
Frigomar Burela (Spain)
Gican (France)
Groupe Le Garrec (France)
Holtermann (Norway)
Leyton (France)
Lulli sur la Toile (France)
MAP Architecture (France)
Main Gauche (France)
Marfret (France)
Medimat (France)
Michaël Zingraf Real Estate Marseille (France)
Montpellier Business School (France)
Mozaic Asset Management (France)
Notilo Plus (France)
Oceamic Laayoune II (Morocco)
Origa Group (France)
Overseas Proteine (Morocco)
Pièce manquante (France)
Plus-Simple (France)
La Provence (France)
Fondation Ponant (France)
Raspberry Point (Canada)
Remmedia (France)
Satex (France)
Seafoodia (France)
SetCargo/Tempo One (France)
SNS (France)
Société Générale (France)
Sophim (France)
Tangram Architectes (France)
Traxens (France)
Veiga International Trading Inc (Spain)
Voltalia (France)
Wärtsilä (France)  
* Certain donors have chosen  
to remain anonymous.

OUR DONORS

Specific actions to PROMOTE EXCHANGES 
BETWEEN RESEARCHERS, BUSINESSES  
AND THE GENERAL PUBLIC
Pure Ocean regularly hosts conferences known as Talk for Pure Ocean, held in busi-
nesses and during events. David Sussmann, the Founding President of Pure Ocean, as 
well as scientists carrying out projects supported by the fund, intervene to educate 
employees, students and patrons. They also participate in conferences and round 
tables related to saving the ocean, innovation and the role of entrepreneurs as agents 
of change.

sporting events to educate the general public 
and attract media attention

Pure Ocean also promotes races and sporting challenges in 
order to raise public awareness of the critical situation of the 
ocean. The Race for Pure Ocean are exceptional races, car-
ried out by exceptional athletes, alone or in teams, who seek 
to give meaning to their athletic performance and to raise 
funds for ocean protection. These events, which generate 
significant media coverage, enable Pure Ocean to reach a 
large and diverse audience.

Pure Ocean Challenge – Saint-Pierre 
Miquelon Lorient, July 2020

Essaouira-Agadir,  
kitesurf speed record,  
Alex Caizergues, August 2019

THE MEANS  
TO FINANCE OUR actions
Pure Ocean calls on corporate and private philanthropy. 
A company that makes a donation to Pure Ocean benefits 
from the tax advantages linked to patronage according to 
the regulations of its country. Example for France: a donation 
of € 5,000 for a company costs it € 2,000.



www.pure-ocean.org
thomas de Williencourt, Director 
+33 (0)6 47 86 08 01 / thomas@pure-ocean.org

stephanie lerner, Pr & communication 
+33 (0)6 85 80 21 78 / communication@pure-ocean.org

the PUre Ocean aMBassaDOrs

arnaud Jerald 
World record holder 
in freediving, bi-fi ns 
(constant weight) 
at a depth of 112 meters

Morgane Ursault-Poupon
Environmentally committed 
sailor and fi nalist of the Route 
du Rhum 2018

Jean-Pierre Dick
Winner of the Transat 
Jacques-Vabre (in 2003, 2005 
and 2011) and Barcelona 
World Race (in 2008 and 2011)

the PUre Ocean lOVer PacK,
a resPOnsiBle actiOn 
tO Unite YOUr cOllaBOratOrs 
Pure Ocean off ers you a great way to engage your teams 
around a challenge for the environment. The Pure Ocean 
Lover Pack contains a 100% biodegradable garbage bag, 
the function of which is to invite its “benefi ciary”, when 
he or she wishes, to fi ll it with litter found in the city or 
in nature. Each employee acts individually by collecting 
litter using the bag provided, taking a photo with the fi lled 
bag and sharing it on social networks (or intranet) with a 
unifying #hashtag. The pack can be adapted in English and 
personalized. Contact us for more information!

a resPOnsiBle 
anD 

cOMMitteD 
actiOn 

all Pure Ocean ambassadors 
share a love for the Ocean. 
conscious of its vital role 
and fragility, they have chosen 
to use their voices to help 
Pure Ocean protect it.

Our ambassadors are
available for conferences.

cOntacts

a PassiOnate anD enGaGeD 
cOMMUnitY 
Our community of Pure Ocean Lovers brings together commit-
ted entrepreneurs, researchers, athletes, institutional partners, 
citizens, all united around the preservation of the ocean. In 
addition to a growing presence on social networks, we organize 
events dedicated to our patrons, throughout the year, including 
Ocean Lover breakfasts, dinner-conferences, fi eld trips in 
connection with the sea. The annual cleaning of the Catalans 
beach in partnership with the Cercle des Nageurs de Marseille 
or the Night of the Ocean – a fi lm-conference evening – are 
highlights that allow us to act collectively for the preservation 
of the ocean.  

Annual cleaning of the Catalans beach in Marseille 

Become a Pure Ocean lover! 
Join us and help protect the Ocean




